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ANNUAL  REPORT 


-  of  the  - 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


and  SUPERVISORS 


-  of  the  


Town  of  Southbridge,  Mass 


-  for  the 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1928 


Organization  of  the 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— 1928-1929 


Hector  LeClair,  Chairman,  139  Hartwell  St  :■  19% 

Joseph  E.  Benoit,  114  Everett  St  1931 

Mrs.  Dudley  H.  Clarke,  120  Glover  1930 

Mrs.  John  I.  Beck,  27  Cliff  St  1930 

Hector  L.  Peloquin,  98  Hamilton  St  192£ 

*Arthur  0.  Boyer,  415  Hamilton  St  19?* 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

Fred  E.  Corbin,  residence :  24  Everett  St.,  Tel. 

Office:  Town  Hall  Building,  Tel.  365-W 

The  superintendent's  office  is  open  on  school  days  froei 
8  to  11.30  A.  M.  and  1.30  to  5.00  P.  M.  Saturdays:  8  to 
12  A.  M.  Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings:  7.00  t* 
7.30  P.  M. 

Superintendent's  Clerk 
Leona  V.  Lafortune,  27  Chestnut  St.  Tel.  404-W 

School  Physician 

Dr.  Charles  Simpson,  186  Hamilton  St.,  TeL  32G 

School  Nurse 
Winifred  V.  King,  58  Chapin  St.,  Tel.  459-W 

Attendance  Officer 

Margaret  G.  Butler,  29  Marcy  St.,  Tel.  615-W 

School  Calendar— 1929 

Winter  term,  eight  weeks,  January  2-February  22 
Spring  term,  eight  weeks,  March  4-April  26 
Summer  term,  eight  weeks,  May  6-June  28 
Fall  term,  sixteen  weeks,  September  4-December  20 

No-School  Signals 

1-  1-1  on  fire  alarm  at  8  a.  m.  No  school  for  primary  grades 

2-  2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  8  a.  m.  No  school  for  any  grade 
1-1-1  on  fire  alarm  at  11.30  a.  m.    One  session 

1-1-1  on  fire  alarm  at  12.30.  Afternoon  session  for.  all 
schools 

*  Deceased 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Arthur  O.  Boyer 


A  member  of  the  School  Committee  from 
January  1927  to  July  1928 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  South-bridge: 

The  School  Committee  herewith  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  finances  of  the  School  Department  of  the 
town  for  the  year  closing  December  31,  1928,  together 
with  their  recommendations  of  appropriations  for  the 
coming  year.  As  to  all  matters  connected  with  the  jraSi- 
cy  and  management  of  the  schools,  the  committee  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  Mr.  R 
E.  Corbin,  which  is  hereby  submitted  as  a  part  dL  our 
report. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts — Appropriation  ,   $161,5D&0* 

Smith-Hughes  Fund,  U.  S.  Government  .  .  2,248.41* 

$163,748.4* 

Expenditures— General  C    trol    $5,821.35- 

High  School— Teachers    $22,546.50 

Janitors  .  .   1,303.96 

Janitors'  supplies    188.15 

Gas  &  electricity    655.57 

Text  books    1,259.78 

Supplies    1,345.70 

Miscellaneous    457.78 

Repairs    1,086.82 

Fuel    1,890.97 

Water    194.53 

New  Equipment    2,650.21 

Telephone   *.  .  .  98,51  $33,678.4? 

Elementary— Teachers    $58,636.00 

Janitors    6,095.75 

Janitors'  supplies    232.84 

Fuel    3,960.07 

Gas  &  electricity                       .  202.01 

Water    553.33 

Health    2,340.00 

Transportation    3,701.00 


Near' equipment    366.54 

Text  books    1,639.02 

Repairs    4,978.58 

Supplies    1,868.04 

Miscellaneous    732.71  $85,305.89 

vocational  School— Teachers    $21,318.77 

Fuel    593.95 

Books    97.19 

Water    9.15 

Rejjairs    55.19 

equipment    1,614.23 

Supplies    2,281.51 

Janitors'  supplies    13.40 

Gas  &  electricity    231.38 

Telephone    57.83 

Miscellaneous    645.38  $26,917.98 

Continuation  School — Teachers  .  .  .  $7,438.56 

New  equipment    31.85 

Electricity,  power    132.00 

Supplies    429.82 

Miscellaneous    309.72 

Telephone    36.90  $8,378.85 

Factor  Classes — Teachers    $855.00 

Miscellaneous    20.00  875.00 

livening  Schools — Teachers    $2,506.50 

Gas  &  electricity    55.10 

Supplies  '   150.41 

tiooks    11.39 

Miscellaneous    47.40  $2,770.80 

Total  expenditures    $163,748.39 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1929 


01 


RECEIPTS  RETURNED  TO  TOWN  TREASURER 

Massachusetts  School  Fund    §10,406.50 


Vocaional  School  State  Grant   7,528.20 

Smith-Hughes  U.  S.  Gov.  Fund  .  .  2,248.40 

Factory  Classes,  A.  O.  Co   238.50 

Factory  Classes,  H.  W.  Co   56.00 

Factory  Classes,  state  grant   539.57 

High  School  tuition    3,927.50 

Elementary  School  tuition    332.50 

Vocational  School  tuition    1,986.00 

Car  tickets  sold    98.00 

Supplies  sold    9.25 

Refund    14.00 

Athletic  Association,  toll  calls  ....  17.83 

Rent  of  comptometer   10.00- 

Use  of  hall    33.00 

Typewriting    5.15 

Continuation  School,  state    4,275.26 

Evening  Schcol.  voc.  state    1,409.55 

Continuation  School  tuition    79.36  $33,214.57 


Net  cost  to  the  town— 8128,285.43 

The  leading  event  of  school  history  for  the  year  has 
been  the  ccmpletion  of  the  Cole  Trade  School.  It  was 
dedicated  with  simple  ceremonies  on  the  evening  of  May 
24. 

Miss  Ella  M.  Cole  gave  $100,000  for  the  erection  and 
equipment  of  this  building.  The  residuary  legatees  un- 
der Miss  Cole's  will,  Miss  Emma  Coombs  and  Miss  Hat- 
tie  Morse,  also  gave  an  additional  $5,000  to  add  more 
equipment,  a  most  generous  gift. 

The  commemorative  tablet  reads  as  follows: 

This  building  is  a  gift  to 
The  Town  of  Southbridge, 
Prom  Miss  Ella  M.  Cole,  in  memory  of  her  father 
Robert  Henry  Cole 
Born  May  28,  1818        Died  June  12,  1900 
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Coming  to  Southbridge  in  childhood,  during  a 
long  life  he  identified  himself  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  town,  especially  its  business  and 
church  activities.  He  is  best  known  as  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  American  Optical  Company,  and  , 
its  first  President,  which  office  he  held  for  twenty- 
one  years. 

This  building  is  erected  as  a  memorial  to  an 
honorable  life  and  dedicated  to  the  problem  of 
helping  to  better  equip  the  youth  of  to-day  for 
their  tasks  of  to-morrow. 

This  school  is  considered  by  educational  authorities 
to  be  a  model  both  as  to  the  building  and  its  curriculum. 
There  are  at  present  115  pupils  enrolled. 

The  transference  of  the  trade  school  from  the  high 
school  building  to  its  new  quarters  left  vacant  five  rooms, 
three  of  which  were  utilized  in  Septerber  by  the  high 
school  and  cne  was  used  for  a  VI  grade. 

Thus  the  town  has  practically  no  vacant  room  for  ex- 
pansion. If  there  is  a  steady  growth  in  population  more 
school  rocms  must  be  provided  in  three  or  four  more 
years. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  during  the  summer  at 
Marcy  Street  School,  most  of  which  were  ordered  by  the 
state.   The  bills  amounted  to  $3,459.41. 

The  chief  repairs  for  the  ccming  summer  should  con- 
sist in  installing  steel  ceilings  in  some  of  the  rooms  where 
the  plaster  ceilings  are  much  worn,  and  in  painting,  both 
outside  and  in,  some  of  the  buildings. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HECTOR  M.  LeCLAIR,  Chairman. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Southbridge: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  twenty-sev- 
enth annual  report,  it  being  the  forty-fourth  of  the  se- 
ries of  reports  issued  by  the  superintendents  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  this  town.  Throughout  this  report  the 
year  relative  to  attendance  extends  from  September 
1927  to  July  1928 ;  the  year  relative  to  expenditures  from 
January  1,  1928  to  January  1,  1929. 

STATISTICS— I.  Population  and  Valuation 


Population  of  town,  census  of  1925    15,489 

Assessed  valuation  of  town   $11,630,715 

Number  of  polls,  male    4,229 

Rate  of  taxation   .    $34.00 

Valuation  of  school  houses  and  lots    $447,400 

Valuation  of  ether  school  property    $31,800 

II.   School  Houlvs 

Number  houses — occupied  12,  unoccupied  1 

Schccl  rocms — occupied  52,  unoccupied  0 

Number  of  sittings    2,045 

III.  Teachers 

Number  of  male  teachers    10 

Number  cf  female  teachers    52 

Number  of  special  teachers,  females   3 


65 

IV.  Pupils 

Number  of  children  in  town  October  1,  as  reported 
by  the  census  enumerator: 


1927  1928 

Between  the  ages  of  5  and  16                        3222  3346 

Between  the  ages  of  5  and  7                             535  590 

Between  the  ages  of  7  and  14                        2156  2171 

Between  the  ages  of  14  and  16                         531  585 

Number  16  years  of  age  and  over                    136  241 

Total  enrollment  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS              1699  1759 

Average  membership                                    1554  1600 
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1927  1928 

Average  daily  attendance    1526  1534 

Number  between  5  and  7   184  198 

Number  between  7  and  14    1094  1133 

Number  between  14  and  16    263  300 

Number  over  16  years  of  age   121  128 

Number  enrolled  at  NOTRE  DAME    728  670 

Number  between  5  and  7    138  97 

Number  between  7  and  14    503  448 

Number  between  14  and  16   93  125 

Number  over  16    0  0 

Average  membership   683  641 

Average  attendance   6  54  606 

Number  of  teachers    14  14 

Number  enrolled  at  SACRED  HEART  ....  471  466 

Number  between  5  and  7    92  87 

Number  between  7  and  14    364  358 

Number  between  14  and  16    20  20 

Number  over  16  years  of  age   0  1 

Average  membership    451  435 

Average  attendance    435  417 

Number  of  teachers    9  9 

Number  enrolled  at  ST.  MARY'S   212  208 

Number  between  5  and  7    23  39 

Number  between  7  and  14   141  134 

Number  between  14  and  16    30  23 

Number  over  16  years  of  age    15  12 

Average  membership    196  204 

Average  attendance    185  191 

Number  of  teachers    8  8 

COST  PER  PUPIL 

Total  expenses  for  the  grades    $85,305.89 

Cost  per  pupil  on  total  enrollment  $61.11 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership  .  .  .  $64.97 

Total  expenses  for  high  school    $33,678.4& 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  total  enrollment  $93,03 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on  average  membership  .  . .  $101.75 

PHYSICAL  TESTS 
Children  examined  1426  Eyes  defective  183 


Ears  defective  11  Parents  notified  111 
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CHANGE  OF  TEACHERS— Resigned 


December 

June 

June 

June 

June 

October 


Dorothy  Dartt 
John  T.  Gibbons 
Helga  Johnson 
Blanche  Merchant 
Edith  Perkins 
Frank  T.  Winston 


High 
High 
High 
Grade  VII 
Grades  V  &  VI 
Continuation 


Appointed 


January               Helga  Johnson 

High 

September  Alan 

W.  Furber 

High 

September  Alice 

Phinney 

High 

September           Priscilla  Drake 

High 

September           Marion  Holden 

Grade  VI 

September  Ruth 

Romanoff 

Grades  V  &  VI 

September           Laurenda  Boyer 

Grades  V  &  VI 

CORPS  OF  TEACHERS— January  1,  1929 

1st  Appt. 

Grade 

Educated 

F.  E.  Corbin 

1886 

Supt. 

Williams'  Col. 

High 

*  Alan  W.  Furber 

1928 

Science 

Middlebury 

Harry  McMahon 

1926 

Science 

Holy  Cross 

Ethel  F.  Putnam 

1922 

Latin 

Midd'ebury 

Kathryn  H.  Finnegan 

1922 

French,  Spanish  Middlebury 

Mary  Dempsey 

1926 

English 

Smith 

Janet  Height 

1927 

Mathematics 

Boston  Univ. 

Alice  Phinney 

1928 

English  &  History  Wheaton 

Priscilla  Drake 

1928 

History  &  Civics    Boston  Univ. 

Claudia  Dube 

1926 

French  &  Gen.  Science 

N.  H.  State 

Thecla  Fitzgerald 

1926 

English 

Radcliffe 

Apolline  M.  Aucoin 

1920 

Commercial 

Worcester  Nor. 

Mary  Kennedy 

1924 

Commercial 

Simmons 

Frances  Troy 

1927 

Commercial 

Salem  Normal 

Winona  Libby 

1926 

Commercial 

Boston  University 

Vocational 

"James  Forbes 

1919 

Science 

London,  Eng.  Tech 

Henry  B.  Holmes 

1926 

Textiles 

Lowell  Textile 

Nils  Engstrom 

1920 

Electricity 

Amherst  A.  C. 

Robert  Kingston 

1922 

Shop  Inst. 

Lowell  Institute 

Emery  Lavallee 

1926 

Drawing 

Southbridge  Voca. 
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IstAppt. 

Grade 

Educated 

.  Herman  Persson 

1927 

Machinery      I.  C.  S.,  Scranton; 

Continuation 

♦Frederick  Vantura 

1920 

English 

Hyannis  Normal 

Mary  Meagher 

1887 

English 

Southbridge  High 

Anna  Lundergan 

1923 

Domestic 

Science 

Framingham  Normal 

Marcy  Street  Grammar 

*Laura  Desmarais 

•1922 

VIII 

St.  Anne's  Acad. 

Grace  B.  Noyes 

1923 

VIII 

Putnam  High 

Elizabeth  Hall 

1916 

VII 

Colby 

Catherine  Brick 

1927 

VII 

Our  Lady  of  the  Elms 

Marion  Holden 

1928 

VII 

Fitchburg  Normal 

Dorothy  Dige 

1927 

VII 

Framingham  Normal 

Blanche  Harwood 

1903 

VI 

Southbridge  High 

Mabel  Joy 

1915 

VI 

Westfield  Nor. 

Bertha  Wallace 

1922 

VI 

Hyannis  Nor. 

Julia  Yott 

1917 

VI 

Fitchburg  Nor. 

Isabel  Spielman 

1923 

Asst. 

Southbridge  Hign 

Ma^cy  Street  Elementary 

*Mary  Boardman 

1891 

II 

Southbridge  High 

Annie  Marcy 

190  0 

V 

Worcester  Nor. 

May  Simpson 

1911 

V 

Worcester  Nor. 

Ruth  Romanoff 

1928 

V 

Worcester  Normal 

Alice  Wixted 

1926 

IV 

North  Adams  Nor. 

Irene  Gouih 

1914 

III         School  of  Dom.  Science 

Mary  Chase 

1906 

III 

Home  School 

Bertha  Foley 

1912 

II 

Worcester  Nor. 

Ruth  Beck 

1928 

Asst. 

Southbridge  High 

Mechanic  Street 

*Jennie  Munroe 

1905 

IV 

Bridgewater  Nor. 

Julia  Morrill 

1914 

III 

St.  Joseph's  Nor. 

Alice  Laflin 

1923 

II 

Worcester  Normal 

Mabel  Chamberlain 

1902 

I 

Southbridge  High 

School  Street 

*Agnes  Meagher 

1886 

IV 

Southbridge  High 

Lillian  Loungeway 

1927 

III 

Worcester  Normal 

Mary  Prendergast 

1918 

II 

St.  Mary's  High 

Jeannette  Stone 

1898 

I 

Southbridge  High 

Fire  Station 

*tMarie  J.  Saunders 

1924 

V 

West  Chester  Nor. 

Dorothy  Harwood 

1924 

VI 

Westfield  Nor. 
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STATISTICS  FROM  SCHOOL  REGISTERS 
School  Year  Ending  July  1,  1928 
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Marcy  Street  II 

17 

21 

38 

4'Gi 

35.17 

36.79 

95.00 

Marcy  Street  II 

17 

25 

42 

40 

36.09 

38.03 

95.57 

Mechanic  Street  II 

17 

15 

32 

32 

29.73 

31.19 

95.32 

School  Street  II 

13 

17 

30 

32 

26.68 

27.87 

95.39 

River  Street  II 

11 

16 

27 

29 

25.73 

26.77 

96.09 

Mechanic  Street  I 

23 

19 

42 

40 

35.77 

38.03 

94.03 

School  Street  I 

21 

16 

37 

41 

30.20 

32.09 

94.02 

River  Street  I 

16 

18 

34 

37 

30.46 

32.72 

96.44 

Town  Hall  S 

14 

9 

23 

23 

20>.54 

21.71 

93.19 

Town  Hall  N 

11 

12 

23 

23 

18.96 

20.49 

92.59 

Elm  Street  I 

18 

8 

26 

28 

23.08 

24.07 

95.00 

Dennison  Dist.  I-VI 

15 

9 

24 

27 

22.71 

24.56 

92.32; 

15 


Aver. 


Tot. 

Daily 

Aver. 

P.  C. 

Rys. 

Gls. 

Tot. 

Mem. 

Att. 

Mem. 

of  At. 

L/ebanon   Hill  l-Vll 

-i  i 

7 

1  0 

iy 

1  fi  Q7 

ib.y  i 

1  1 .1U 

y  i  .ou 

Sandersdale  I-II-III 

15 

17 

32 

37 

31.96 

33.93 

94.06 

863 

848 

1711 

1764 

1522.21 

1588.2'0 

95.55 

Continuation  School 

84 

100 

184 

184 

109.92 

115.71 

94.99 

Vocational  School 

136 

136 

138 

97.28 

98.04 

93.76 

Evening  Schools 

High 

62 

152 

214 

214 

151.27 

179.42 

84.27 

Mechanic 

30 

38 

68 

68 

43.06 

49.41 

87.15 

River 

13 

16 

29 

29 

19.68 

21.94 

89.77 

105 

206 

311 

311 

214.01 

250.77 

87.06 

Total  membership  of  all  schools  2,395 

ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 
October  1,  1927— BOYS 


Age 

Grade  5    6    7    8    9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  Tot 

I  19  67  20    3    1  110 

II  12  42  10    7    6    5    2    2  86 

III  13  42  22  12    3    1    1    1    1    1  97 

IV  1  10  37  22  15  11    4    1    1  102 

V  1  19  25  29  12    8    2    3  99 

VI  4  25  21  18  9  8  1  86 
VH  '  ,  "  5  20  14  19  7  65 
VHI       '      ;  '                           1  14  26  14    8    1  64 

IX  1  19  22  14    1    2  59 

X  i  4    9  12    5    2  32 

XI  2267421  24 
XH  1  5  10  18  10  44 
XIII  112 


Total  19  79  76  66  86  69  83  82  98  80  65  26  26  12    1    2  870 
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ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 
October  1,  1927— GIRLS 

Age 

Grade  5    6    7    8    9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  Tot 


I  17  62    8    2    1  90 

II  15  56  20  10    4  1  106 

III  1  15  30  20  11    3  80 

IV  9  29  "13    7    2    5    2    1  68 

V  1  13  35  15    8    6    3    1  82 

VI  1  12  46  23  14    9    1  106 

VII  1    9  27  23    9    3  72 

VIII  3  19  21  15    6  64 

IX  4  25  30  10  3    1  73 

X  1    1  10    5  1  18 

XI  1  10  21  14    5  51 

XII  6  17  21    8    3  55 


Total  17  78  79  62  74  76  83  85  96  88  54  35  27    8    3  865 


SCHOOL  SAVINGS 
From  the  establishment  of  the  School  Savings  system 
in  1912  the  amount  saved  by  the  pupils  in  our  town  has 
steadily  increased  until  this  year.  This  year  shows  a 
decrease  of  $402.97.  This  without  doubt  is  the  result 
of  the  labor  depression  of  the  last  year.  Even  so  we 
rank  eighteenth  in  the  United  States  in  average  deposits 
according  to  the  report  of  the  American  Bankers  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  deposits  for  the  year 


ending  October  1,  1928: 

Marcy  Street  Elementary    $2,239.76 

Mechanic  Street  School    752.89 

School  Street  School    1,006.14 

Engine  House  School    340.99 

River  Street  School    1,274.56 

Marcy  Street  Grammar    1,639.54 

Dennison  District  School    14.50 

Town  Hall  School    445.60 

Elm  Street  School    94.18 


Total  deposits    $7,808.16 
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Number  of  scholars  in  schools  participating   1,395 

Number  enrolled  depositors    766 

Per  Cent  participating    49% 

Number  of  deposits    13,597 

Transferred  to  pass  books    $6,613.62 

Previously  deposited    $44,480.55 

Total  deposits  to  Oct.  31,  1928    $52,288.71 

New  Books  issued    183 

Average  deposits,  1927    $11.95 

Average  deposits,  1928    $10.19 

SCHOOL  CHANGES 


Continuation  Schools  were  established  by  law  in  this 
state  in  1919.  •  -  < 

Under  this  law  all  pupils  between  fourteen  and  six- 
teen years  are  obliged  to  attend  school  or  be  engaged  in 
regular  work. 

Every  community,  where  200  or  more  are  employed, 
is  obliged  by  law  to  maintain  a  school  giving  such  edu- 
cational opportunities  to  those  employed  as  will  assist 
them  to  better  perform  their  daily  tasks. 

The  idea  evidently  being  to  gradually  increase  the 
school  age  until  all  were  obliged  to  attend  school  full 
time  until  they  were  sixteen  and  have  the  "continuation 
school"  then  carry  them  up  to  eighteen.  These  schools 
have  now  been  maintained  for  ten  years  with  the  result 
that  the  employers  of  this  class  of  labor  find  so  much  in- 
convenience caused  by  sending  out  the  boys  and  girls 
to  attend  the  school  that  they  are  unwilling  to  employ 
those  under  sixteen. 

Thus  the  intent  of  the  sponsors  of  this  law,  namely 
to  raise  the  school  age,  has  been  partly  accomplished. 
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The  law  relating  to  these  schools  contains  the  follow- 
ing clause: 

"Whenever  it  appears  that  in  each  of  two  consecutive 
years  the  number  of  employed  minors  falls  below  two 
hundred,  the  school  committee'  of  said  t:  wn  may  apply  to 
the  department  for  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  and  if  exempted  by  the  department  under  condi- 
tions defined  by  it,  said  town  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
ccme  under  the  permissive  provisions  of  this  section  and 
shall  so  remain  until  two  hundred  or  more  such  minors 
in  any  year  are  employed  therein." 

Under  this  clause  several  towns  in  the  state  have 
closed  their  continuation  schools. 

Our  school  opened  August  30,  1920  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  268. 

The  attendance  has  gradually  decreased.  For  the 
year  ending  June  1928  the  enrollment  was  184.  This  is 
the  first  year  it  has  dropped  below  200. 

Owing  to  this  decreased  attendance  which  was  mostly 
in  the  boys'  class  one  instructor  was  dropped  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  state  director.  Should  the  attendance  further 
diminish  this  year  it  is  possible  that  the  state  may  dis- 
coninue  the  school. 

AMERICANIZATION  CLASSES 
Southbridge  was  the  first  town  in  the  state  to  form 
Americanization  classes.    I  quote  from  the  1921  report 
giving  the  history  of  this  class. 

"In  October  1918  at  the  invitation  of  the  Director  of 
University  Extension  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Education,  a  conference  of  state,  industrial  and 
school  representatives  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  and  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
plans  to  conduct  Americanization  classes  in  the  factories 
of  the  American  Optical  Co.,  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  South- 
bridge  Printing  Co.,  Harrington  Cutlery  Co.  and  Dupaul- 
Young  Co. 

The  object  of  these  classes  was  to  teach  English  to  the 
non-English  speaking  employees  of  the  industries  men- 
tioned. 

The  director  of  the  Welfare  Departments  in  each  fac- 
tory made  a  survey  of  men  and  women  unable  to  read 
or  write  English  within  the  factory.  The  opportunity  to 
attend  class  and  learn  to  read  and  write  English  was  ex- 


plained  to  them,  notices  were  nested  in  English  and  for- 
eign languages,  publicity  was  given  the  movement  in  the 
factory  publications  and  foreign  language  papers.  The 
factory  management  provided  teaching  material,  light 
heat,  space,  janitor  service,  with  one  exception,  one  clas* 
being  formed  of  groups  from  different  factories  met  in  a 
room  at  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  building. 

Sixteen  classes  were  oiganized  enrolling  two  hundred 
and  sixty  pupils.  The  hcurs  of  meeting  were  5-6  o'clock 
6-7  o'clock,  7-8  o'clock,  each  group  meeting  twice  a  week. 

Classes  organized  and  conducted  under  the  direction  of 
Public  School  authorities  aie  state  aided.  The  state  re 
imburses  the  town  50%  of  the  cost  of  instruction. 

The  industries  interested,  by  agreement  assumed  th*. 
responsibility  of  the  remaining  50  per  cent. 

A  teacher  of  Immigrant  Education  was  appointed.  Tht 
director  enrolled  in  the  Saturday  classes,  at  the  Stat^ 
House  for  the  study  methods  and  Racial  Backgrounds. 

Teachers  were  chosen  from  the  group  employed  in  the 
Public  Evening  Schools,  their  experience  in  dealing  witb 
adult  immigrants  making  them  very  valuable  in  this  piece 
of  highly  specialized  teaching. 

The  teachers  attended  a  course  of  lectures  on  "Meth- 
ods" and  several  became  members  of  the  Saturday  classes 
in  Worcester,  which  were  instructed  by  Mr.  Chas.  M.  Her- 
iihy,  Assistant  State  Supervisor  of  Americanization.  Tfefe 
teachers  completing  this  course  received  state  certificates. 

The  Massachusetts  report  on  Adult  Immigrant  Edu- 
cation states  that 

"Southbridge  was  one  cf  the  first  towns  in  the  state  to 
take  up  seriously  the  organinzation  of  factory  classes  am 
one  of  the  communities  where  today  the  work  is  Dein? 
carried  on  with  great  efficiency.  Southbridge  has  gone  Tar 
beyond  the  period  of  experimentation  in  this  field,  -and 
has  proved  that  even  in  the  days  of  experimentation,  re- 
sults are  sure  if  the  industry  is  really  good." 

The  Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts  states  that 
"Southbridge  has,  in  a  quiet  way  conducted  one  of  the 
most  constructive  pieces  cf  Americanization  work  in  the 
state." 

These  classes  have  always  been  under  the  charge  «C 
Miss  Margaret  Butler  and  it  is  owing  to  her  efficiear 
management  that  the  work  has  achieved  such  a  >igfe 
reputation. 

The  teaching  corps  has  likewise  been  practically  m 
continuous  service  and  all  have  taken  the  course  of  stn*| 
prescribed  by  the  state  and  received  state  certificates. 
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This  work  was  undertaken  by  the  factories  in  order 
that  the  help  might  be  taught  to  read,  write  and  speak 
the  English  language. 

These  classes  have  continued  at  the  American  Op- 
tical Company  and  Hamilton  Woolen  Company  for  the 
last  ten  years.  The  companies  now  think  that  the  work 
for  which  these  classes  were  originally  started  has  been 
accomplished  and  this  phase  of  education  is  now  a  mat- 
ter of  history.  ... 

EVENING  SCHOOL  CLASSES 
These  classes  likewise  show  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  school  work.    Quoting  from  the  report 
nl  1913, 

Listing  our  pupils  by  their  nationalities  shows  how  cos- 
mopolitan we  have  grown  and  hrw  our  evening  school 
populann".on  is  changing,  Polish,  117;  .Italian,  94;  French, 
65;  Albanian,  47;  Greek,  7;  Roumanian,  4;  German,  1; 
Dutch,  1;  Lithuanian,  1;  a  total  of  337,  ait  of  whom  are 
obliged!  to  attend  evening  school  because  they  cannot 
read  and  write  English  as  well  as  a  fourth  g^ade  pupil. 
Besides  this  list  there  were  also  twenty-nine  pupils  in 
the  advanced  classes;  making  a  total  attendance  of  366. 
Ten  years  ago  the  pupils  were  mostly  French,  now  the 
French  are  third  on  the  list. 

Now  by  contrast  we  have  in  the  elementary  school, 
which  includes  the  first  six  grades,  145.  Of  this  num- 
ber only  33  were  obliged  by  law  to  attend,  and  at  the 
high  school  214  pupils,  62  males  and  152  females,  of 
whom  27  entered  the  7th  and  8th  grade  classes  and  the 
others  are  doing  high  school  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


FRED  E.  CORBIN. 


MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  cf  Schools, 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  report  as  Principal  of  ihf 
Mary  E.  Wells  High  School.  There  have  been  enrolleil 
in  the  school  this  year  378  pupils.  This  is  a  larger  en- 
rollment than  any  previous  time,  but  the  enlarged  facul- 
ty and  extra  class  room  space  made  available  by  the  Tyitb- 
drawal  of  the  Trade  School  from  this  building  has  made* 
it  possible  to  absorb  the  extra  number  of  pupils  iritk 
no  difficulty.  The  school  has  been  running  along  v&rj 
smoothly  and  pleasantly. 

The  changes  in  faculty  personnel  were  few.  Mis? 
Johnson,  teacher  of  history,  resigned  in  June,  and 
Priscilla  Drake  has  taken  her  position.  The  teaching 
force  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  Miss  Alice 
Phinney,  who  is  teaching  all  of  the  Freshman  English 
classes.  Southbridge  is  as  fortunate  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  thes3  two  teachers  as  it  has  been  in  retaining' 
the  services  of  the  rest  cf  the  faculty. 

There  has  been  very  little  reorganization  in  the  "R]gb 
School.  The  Traffic  squad  is  very  successfully  function- 
ing. Visual  Education  has  been  continued.  Athletics, 
under  the  very  capable  administration  of  Mr.  McMahon 
remains  on  a  sound  and  healthy  basis.  The  Athletic 
teams  which  represent  the  school  have  been  much  more- 
successful  than  might  been  expected  after  the  loss  by 
graduation  of  most  of  the  outstanding  athletes. 

The  school  magazine,  "The  Crimson  and  Gray"  is  main- 
taining its  high  standard.  The  fact  that  it  is  on  a  sonng 
financial  basis  is  very  gratifying,  particularly  since  it 
is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  generous  support  given  it, 
through  advertising,  by  the  local  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers. The  High  School  is  deeply  indebted  to  them 
for  this  support. 

The  Glee  Club,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  McGiaSc, 
has  put  on  most  successfully  the  operetta  "The  Bels  of 
Beaujolais."    The  work  entailed  in  a  production  of  tfel* 
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Jftrt  is  really  enormous.  Great  credit  is  due  to  those 
pupik  and  teachers  who  voluntarily  gave  so  freely  of 
their  evenings,  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  holidays,  to  re- 
hearsing 

Tne  new  clubs  have  been  organized  this  year.  The 
Typewrit ing  Club  is  composed  of  Commercial  course  stu- 
dent having  Miss  Aucoin,  Miss  Troy  and  Miss  Kennedy 
as  acferaars..  Its  purpose  is  social  and  educational.  Speak- 
ers? f  rum  outside  the  school  have  given  talks  to  them  on 
pertinent  subjects.  They  plan  to  run  contests  which 
stimulate  the  competitors  to  greater  skill.  The 
Pr#?ss  Gluti  is  composed  of  Seniors  and  Juniors  who  keep 
.?•  ilkrv.  eye  and  ear  open  for  all  events  of  interest  in  and 
i&krf  the  school.  Such  of  these  events  as  may  be  of 
general  interest  they  submit  to  representatives  of  the 
press.  This  keeps  parents  and  friends  of  the  school 
■0£5££sant  with  school  affairs. 

A  standard  school  ring  has  been  adopted.  Juniors, 
Seniors  and  Alumni  only  are  eligible  to  purchase  and 
tfeur  this  ring.  The  advantages  of  such  a  ring  are  many, 
ibd-it'  among  which  are:  the  greater  value  received  per 
iollar  expended ;  the  fact  that  our  design  is  protected  in 
Shi  part  of  the  country  and  cannot  be  duplicated  by  an- 
other school;  the  recognition  of  a  M.  E.  W.  H.  S.  student 
t>y  another,  through  the  wearing  of  this  ring;  and  the 
absence  cf  yearly  high  pressure  salesmanship  from  com- 
peting companies. 

Dtac  to  increased  floor  space,  we  have  been  able  to  uti- 
lise one  room  solely  as  a  library.  This  is  very  desirable 
26  it  insures  protection  to  those  doing  reference  work 
ftm  disturbance  by  reciting  classes,  and  reciprocally, 
it  removes  from  the  class  room  the  disturbing  element 
of  pupils  wandering  around  looking  for  reference  mate- 
•rfaL 

18  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  the  number  of 
volumes  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  such  books 
jbs  may  be  cf  value  to  the  pupils.  Magazines  could  also 
Jsotft  profitaby  be  used  there. 
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Seme  work  has  been  done  in  the  field  of  Educational 
and  Vocational  guidance.  Personal  conferences  with 
^each  pupil,  and  a  scientific  study  of  each  individual  case 
have  been  made.  While  it  is  not  possible  to  actually 
select  the  vocation  best  suited  to  each,  there  can  be  very 
valuable  guidance  in  the  right  direction. 

After  a  study  of  the  curricula  offered  here,  and  facul- 
ty conferences,  it  has  seemed  advisable  to  make  certain 
re-organizations  in  the  present  system.  Under  the  new 
system  the  pupil  should  individually  profit  more  from 
.the  work  offered.  Most  of  the  re-organizing  comes  in 
the  commercial  curriculum.  The  College  Preparatory 
and  General  courses  will  remain  practically  the  same. 
The  number  of  units  required  for  graduation  will  be  in- 
creased from  65  to  75  in  all  courses  except  the  General. 
In  as  much  as  a  normal  student  should  earn  80  credits 
in  four  years,  this  is  not  expecting  too  much  of  our  boys 
and  girls.  The  entire  re-organization  will  be  fully  ex- 
plained in  a  circular  "Program  of  Studies"  which  will 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils  in  the  spring.  This 
"Program  of  Studies"  will  also  contain  some  very  per- 
tinent suggestions  and  we  hope  that  parents  and  pupils 
will  study  it  carefully  and  thoughtfully. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALAN  W.  FURBER. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Mr.  F  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  my  twelfth  annual 
report  as  principal  of  the  Evening  High  School. 

This  school  opened  September  17,  1928,  closing  Jan- 
uary 81,  1929,  with  a  total  of  50  nights;  the  term  was 
broken  by  a  Christmas  recess  of  two  weeks.  The  ses- 
sions were  held  in  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  build- 
ing Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  from  seven 
to  eight  thirty  o'clock  with  13  instructors. 

The  total  enrolment  of  214  pupils  included  62  males 
and  152  females,  27  of  whom  entered  our  7th  and  8th 
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grade  classes.  72$  of  the  number  enrolled  were  from. 
16  to  25  years  of  age. 

Classes  were  formed  according  to  the  demands  of  the 
pupils  with  the  following  results: — 

50   enrolled  for  bookkeeping 
78  enrolled  for  typewriting 
38  enrolled  for  shorthand 
40  enrolled  for  comptometry 
21  enrolled  for  clothing 

8  enrolled  for  cooking 
34  enrolled  for  English 
23  enrolled  for  French 
'   ,       19  enrolled  for  Spanish 

7  enrolled  for  Latin 
18  enrolled  for  algebra 
16  enrolled  for  arithmetic 

A  study  of  the  enrolment  discloses  the  interesting- 
facts  that  57  of  the  214  pupils  had  left  the  regular  day~ 
school  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  years  attending- 
continuation  school,  where  their  interest  in  study  and 
advancement  was  stimulated;  about  40  were  graduates 
of  high  school  who  returned  for  courses  in  commercial 
subjects,  clothing  and  Spanish,  French  or  Latin;  and 
that  44  pupils  are  perfecting  themselves  in  subjects  used 
by  them  daily  in  their  work  of  earning  a  living. 

One  of  the  objectives  of  the  school  has  always  been 
to  shape  its  courses  to  meet  the  conditions  and  require- 
ments of  the  industries  and  business  enterprises  of  the 
town.  By  conferring  with  the  employment  managers 
and  executives  of  the  various  companies  much  has  been 
accomplished  along  this  line;  several  promotions  have 
resulted  from  this  co-operation  of  school  and  industry, — 
the  students  thus  advanced  receiving  positions  with  a. 
better  outlook  and  more  pay. 

It  is  still  our  hope  that  in  the  near  future  the  number 
of  nights  the  school  is  run  may  be  increased  from  50  to 
75  so  that  it  may  be  more  nearly  on  the  basis  of  other 
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evening  high  schools  in  the  state;  and  also  that  it  may 
furnish  further  opportunities  to  the  large  number  of 
pupils  who  continue  their  studies  each  year  at  its  close 
by  private  lessons. 

In  bookkeeping,  as  in  all  our  classes,  the  individual 
plan  of  instruction  followed  that  of  group  presentation, 
used  early  in  the  year.  The  principles  and  theory  of 
bookkeeping  have  been  stressed  and  home  work  has  sup- 
plemented that  of  the  class.  A  summary  of  the  course 
in  advanced  bookkeeping  follows:  —  College  examina- 
tions, corporation  accounting,  introduction  of  Cash 
Journal,  drills  in  business  terms;  discussions  of  prob- 
lems in  partnership,  agreements,  indorsements,  dicount- 
ing  notes  etc.  and  also  of  any  other  problems  brought 
in  by  pupils,  several  of  whom  are  employed  in  offices. 

Our  courses  in  typewriting,  comptometry  and  short- 
hand have  been  presented  according  to  the  most  approv- 
ed methods.  The  advanced  students  in  shorthand  at- 
tained a  speed  of  over  80  words  a  minute,  a  few  100. 

The  demand  for  comptometry  has  been  so  great  that 
with  only  six  comptometers  and  40  pupils  eager  for  in- 
struction we  maintained  a  schedule  giving  each  3  pe- 
riods one  week,  and  only  2,  alternate  weeks. 

For  typewriting  8  awards  were  received  —  Royal:  2 
certificates,  30  words  net;  2  silver  pins,  50  words  net. 
Underwood:  1  certificate,  30  words  net;  1  bronze  pin, 
45  words  net.  Remington:  1  certificate,  30  words  net; 
1  silver  pin,  40  words  net. 

An  exhibition  of  the  work  accomplished  in  the  cloth- 
ing class  was  held  in  the  sewing  room  January  29,  1929. 
Included  in  this  were  children's  coats  from  discarded 
garments,  tailored  shirts,  dresses,  skirts,  boys'  knickers, 
pa  jama  ensembles,  underwear,  lamp  shades  and  three 
felt  hats  to  complete  costumes  constructed  in  class.  In- 
teresting note  books,  introduced  this  year,  were  kept  by 
the  girls;  these  contained  typewritten  instructions  and 
samples  of  stitches,  seams,  buttonholes,  sewing  on  but- 
tons, fagoting,  etc.  made  by  the  pupils  to  be  used  as  ref- 
erence material  later. 
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The  foods  and  cookery  course  was  planned  as  usual 
with  the  meal  as  the  project,  the  lessons  on  the  various 
foods  being  so  many  problems  leading  to  its  completion. 
The  menu-planning  was  based  on  nutritive,  economic  and 
esthetic  principles.  Table  setting  and  service  as  well 
as  manners  were  taught  by  serving  breakfasts,  lunches 
and  dinners  cooked  in  class.  The  course  included  cook- 
ing cereals,  and  quick  breads ;  toasts ;  eggs ;  vegetables ; 
soops;  fish,  meats  and  fowl;  salads  and  salad  dressing; 
cakes  and  frostings ;  puddings,  pies,  sandwich  fillings, 
beverages  and  candies.  Much  time  was  devoted  to  the 
appetizing  use  of  left  overs. 

In  our  eighth  grade  10  pupils  have  completed  the 
courses  and  may  enter  high  school  classes  next  year. 

Certificates  for  a  successful  completion  of  work  wer^ 
awarded  as  follows: — Bookkeeping  24,  comptometry  18, 
typewriting  37,  shorthand  13,  English  29,  Spanish  8, 
Latin  3,  French  7,  cooking  6,  clothing  13,  algebra  15, 
arithmetic  16. 

The  enthusiasm  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers  have 
effected  a  correspondingly  high  grade  of  work  from  the 
students;  so  that  with  our  improved  equipment,  slightly 
longer  term,  and  close  contact  with  the  occupational  in- 
terests cf  the  community,  this  vear  has  been,  in  some 
respects,  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  E.  MEAGHER. 


ROBERT  H.  COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 

Fred  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 
James  Forbes,  Director 
Margaret  R.  Connolly,  Secretary 

INSTRUCTORS  (Day  School) 
Nils  Engstrom, 

Assistant  Director  and  Electrical  Instructor 

Henry  B.  Holmes    Textiles 

Robert  S.  Kingston    Machinist — Shop 
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Herman  A.  Persson   Machinist — School 

Emery  A.  Lavallee    Drafting 

Warren  M.  Switzer  Woodworking 

Charles  H.  Dion    Associate  Shop  Instructor 

INSTRUCTORS  (Evening  School) 

James  Forbes    Director 

Adolph  Prahm    Machinist  (Div.  A) 

John  L.  Rawson    Machinist  (Div.  B) 

Eugene  Lusignan    Textiles 

Emery  A.  Lavallee    Drafting 

Robert  S.  Kingston    Mathematics 

Warren  M.  Switzer    Woodworking 


Report  of 

DIRECTOR  OF  ROBERT  H.  COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 


lAr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

I  have  the  following  information  to  submit  in  connec- 
tion with  the  trade  school  for  the  vear  ending  December 
31,  1928: 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  boys  were  enrolled 
during  the  year: 

In  school  at  the  end  of  the  year  108 

Graduated    16 

Withdraals  entering  industry  trained  for   3 

Withdrew  to  other  occupations    11 

Dropped  from  school  as  being  unfitted   4 

Re-entered  day  school   1 

Moved  from  town    3 
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The  co-operating  concerns  affording  training  for  our 
boys  are  the  American  Optical  Company,  F.  X.  Laliberte 
&  Son,  and  the  Southbridge  Foundry  Company. 

The  number  of  part-time  students  employed  by  these 
firms  are  as  follows : 

American  Optical  Company    105 

F.  X.  Laliberte  &  Son   2 

Southbridge  Foundry  Company    1 
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Through  the  generous  cooperation  of  these  industries, 
we  have  been  able  to  provide  training  in  practically  all 
ot  the  major  trades. 

Southbridge  is  fortunate  in  having  its  dominant  in- 
dustry, The  American  Optical  Company,  interested  in 
the  training  of  its  young  men  and  it  is  always  a  matter 
of  great  pleasure  for  me  to  point  with  pride  to  the  sup- 
port which  they  have  given  the  trade  school.  I  feel 
that  the  citizens  of  our  town  ought  to  appreciate  the 
very  great  service  which  they  are  rendering  the  young 
men  of  the  town. 

GROWTH  OF  TRADE  EDUCATION 
IN  SOUTHBRIDGE 

It  has  always  been  a  difficult  matter  to  afford  ade- 
quate vocational  opportunity  in  the  trade  school,  partly 
because  of  the  expense  involved  and  partly  because  of 
the  difficulty  in  placing  boys  in  certain  of  the  trades. 

In  the  larger  city  school  the  problem  of  expense  has 
perhaps  not  been  so  difficult;  but  in  the  smaller  school, 
it  has  necessitated  the  teaching  of  only  a  few  of  the  prin- 
cipal trades. 

If  this  is  true  in  the  all-day  trade  school,  it  is  more 
so  in  the  co-operative  type  of  school  where  the  establish- 
ment of  courses  has  to  meet  with  the  apporval  of  the  co- 
operating industry. 

It  might  be  said,  and  perhaps  justly,  that  in  the  co- 
operative type  of  school,  the  establishment  of  numerous 
courses,  with  small  groups  of  pupils,  tend  to  result  in 
poor  shop  instruction,  since  the  boy's  shop  training,  to 
a  large  extent,  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  foreman,  and  the 
average  foreman,  is  usually  more  concerned  with  his 
production  record  than  he  is  with  a  training  program. 

However,  it  has  been  our  experience  that  the  average 
shop  superintendent  or  foreman  is  very  generally  in  fa- 
vor of  training  his  own  help  provided  he  is  supplied  with 
the  necessary  information  concerning  that  training  and 
is  allowed  by  his  organization  to  follow  such  a  program. 


He  realizes  that  such  a  training  program  in  the  years 
to  come,  will  provide  him  with  a  steady  flow  of  trained 
lielp,  capable  of  carrying  him  through  the  hard  places, 
sure  to  be  more  loyal  to  him  and  to  the  Company  than 
the  average  worker  hired  from  the  outside. 

It  is  however  a  mistaken  idea  to  present  co-operative 
•education  to  an  employer  of  labor  as  a  means  of  secur- 
ing cheap  help  or  of  securing  immediate  returns — it  is 
an  investment  for  the  future  and  unless  the  training 
.-given  will  stand  the  test  after  the  student  graduates, 
it  will  surely  fail. 

At  the  present  time,  we  are  giving  instruction  in 
twelve  distinct  trades,  Viz: 

Machine  Stationary  Engineering 

Electrical  Printing 

Textile  Steamfitting 

Pattern  Making  Sheet  Metal 

Cabinet  Making  Dispensing  Optician 

Carpentry  Molding  and  Core  Making 

Some  cf  these  courses  are  of  necessity  very  small  and 
all  of  them  may  said  to  be  the  outcome  of  the  machine, 
textile  and  electrical  courses  started  some. nine  years  ago. 

It  was  largely  due  to  the  success  of  these  initial 
courses  that  the  others  were  made  possible  and  in  this 
connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  other  courses 
have  been  voluntarily  requested  by  the  shop  manage- 
ment. 

Before  starting  a  new  course,  we  have  been  very  care- 
ful to  outline  the  course  of  study,  have  the  approval  of 
the  State  Department  of  Educational  and  explain  to  the 
shop  management  just  what  the  requirements  are.  As 
a  mater  of  fact,  the  establishment  of  a  new  course  has 
been  preceded  by  a  conference  between  Mr.  Shay,  Agent 
of  Supervision,  the  Shop  Management  and  myself.  In 
itfhis  wray  we  have  avoided  any  misunderstanding  and  the 
"work  has  run  along  smoothly. 
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It  has  also  been  our  policy  to  provide  the  necessary 
equipment  at  the  school  along  with  a  qualified  instructor 
for  teaching  the  related  work  in  all  of  the  trades  with 
the  largest  enrollment;  such  as  the  machine,  textile,, 
electrical  and  woodworking  trades. 

We  have  felt  that  while  this  entailed  an  extra  expense 
that  the  results  justified  the  expenditure  and  it  has  also- 
enabled  us  to  furnish  instruction  at  the  school  to  a  group 
of  100  evening  trade  extension  students. 

In  the  smaller  groups  such  as  printing,  stationary 
engineering,  we  have  been  fortunate  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Printing  Shop  and  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Power  Plant  to  act  as  part-time 
teachers  so  that  the  related  work  in  these  subjects  is 
well  taken  care  of. 

The  conclusions,  that  would  seem  to  have  been  drawn 
from  cur  experience  in  Southbridge  are  that  diversified 
trade  courses  may  be  given  in  a  co-operative  school,  to 
small  groups  of  pupils,  provided — 

1 —  That  a  definite  teaching  program  is  laid  out  for  both 
school  and  shop  work. 

2 —  That  the  foreman  or  department  head,  responsible 
for  the  boy's  training  is  held  strictly  to  this  program. 

3 —  That  provision  for  teaching  the  related  trade  work* 
is  made  either  at  the  school  or  at  the  plant  affording 
the  training. 

4 —  That  the  organization  giving  this  type  of  training 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  school  and  willing  to  con- 
cede that  the  profit  from  a  training  course  is  one  of 
deferred  value. 

IN  THE  SHOPS 

In  the  shops  of  the  American  Optical  Company,  con- 
nected with  the  school,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of 
exceptional  development  with  more  boys  transferred  to 
other  departments  from  the  school-shop  than  ever  before. 

The  advantages  of  using  the  machine  school-shop  at 
the  plant  as  a  reservoir  for  transferring  boys  to  the 
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regular  production  departments  to  complete  their  train- 
ing seems  to  have  been  fully  justified.  Up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  the  school  has  been  unable  to  supply  the  de- 
mand and  with  prospects  of  good  business  ahead  it  would 
be  wise  to  increase  our  facilities  for  training  machinists. 

The  other  courses  have  continued  to  grow  and  with 
the  addition  of  a  woodworking  instructor,  our  teaching 
staff  has  been  very  materially  inproved. 

In  the  Engineering  class,  one  boy  secured  a  first-class 
fireman's  license  and  in  the  electrical  class,  a  number  of 
our  graduates  have  secured  their  licenses. 

The  courses  of  training  being  given  at  the  plant  of 
the  American  Optical  Company  and  the  numbers  in  each 
course  are  as  follows — Machine  Division:  School  Shop 
46,  Main  Plant  6,  Die  Room  2,  DeZeng  0,  Lensdale  12; 
Electrical  Division:  Main  Plant  2,  Lensdale  Plant  6. 
Woodworking  Division:  Main  Plant  8,  Lensdale  4. 
Drafting  Division:  Main  Plant  3,  Lensdale  2.  Other  Divi- 
sions: Stationary  Engineering  1,  Steamfitting  2,  Sheet 
Metal  2,  Optical  2,  Printing  4,  Six  Months  Try-out  (Ma- 
chanist)  3. 


ROBERT  H.  COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 

Presented  to  the  Town  of  Seuthbridge  by  Miss  Ella  M.  Cole  in 
memory  of  her  father,  Robert  H.  Cole.  Miss  Cole  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Southbridge  and  was  specially  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  town.  This  building  stands  as  a  memorial  to  her  far- 
sightedness in  furthering  trade  education. 
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THE  NEW  BUILDING 

In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  school  was  moved 
from  the  High  School  building  into  the  new  memorial 
building  presented  to  the  town  by  Miss  Ella  M.  Cole  and 
known  as  the  Robert  H.  Cole  Trade  School. 

For  many  years,  we  have  looked  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  trade  school  should  be  housed  in  a  building 
suitable  for  giving  trade  training  and  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, May  24,  at  the  dedicatory  exercises  the  building  was 
formally  turned  over  to  the  town  by  Mr.  J.  C.  F.  Wheel- 
ock,  representing  the  Cole  estate. 

In  expressing  our  appreciation  of  Miss  Cole's  gift  we 
realize  her  far-sightedness,  in  aiding  the  cause  of  trade 
education  and  regret  that  she  was  unable  to  witness  the 
dedication  of  the  building  which  stands  as  the  consum- 
mation of  her  gift. 

We  would  also  express  our  appreciation  of  the  very 
substantial  aid  given  us  by  Miss  Coombs  and  Miss  Morse, 
residuary  legatees  cf  the  estate.  To  these  generous  la- 
dies, we  owe  a  great  deal  and  it  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  this  indebtedness. 

The  program  of  the  dedicatory  exercises  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Selection 

Ccle  Trade  Schocl  Orchestra 

Introduction 

The  Work  of  the  Building  Committee 

Mr.  Elmer  L.  Schumacher 
Superintendent,  American  Optical  Company 
Address 

J.  C.  F.  Wheelock,  Esq. 
(As  Representative  of  the  Cole  Estate) 
Dedicatory  Prayer 

Rev.  M.  W.  Schuh,  Pastor,  Baptist  Church 
Selection 

Cole  Trade  School  Orchestra 


A  Message  From  The  Commonwealth 

Mr.  R.  0.  Small,  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Education 
The  Trade  School  and  Its  Relation  with  Public  Schools 

Mr.  Fred  E.  Corbin,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Selection 

Cole  Trade  School  Orchestra 

EQUIPMENT 

As  in  previous  years  we  have  continued  the  practice 
of  building  as  much  of  our  own  equipment  as  possible 
and  the  past  year  has  seen  considerable  activity  along 
that  line.  We  have  designed,  built  patterns  and  furnish- 
ed machine  work  for  a  line  of  woodworking  machinery 
known  as  the  F.  E.  Corbin  Line  of  Woodworking  Tools 
which  bids  fair  to  grow  into  a  regular  business.  We  are 
pleased  to  honor  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  Corbin  in  this 
way  for  the  very  material  aid  he  has  given  the  trade 
school. 

In  moving  from  the  High  School  building,  the  boys  not 
only  carried  out  most  of  the  moving  but  set  up  all  the 
machinery  in  the  new  building,  thereby  effecting  a  large 
saving  to  the  town.  The  machine  and  electrical  classes- 
were  of  great  assistance  in  this  work. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  the  teachers  for  the  large 
amount  of  un-called  for  work  which  they  performed  at 
that  time.  A  great  deal  of  outside  work  has  been  done 
for  the  other  schools  including  the  building  of  tables 
by  the  woodworking  class  and  care  and  maintenance  of 
electrical  machinery  by  the  electrical  class. 

SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES 
It  is  no  easy  task  to  provide  social  activities  for  a 
part-time  co-operative  school  where  one  class  of  boys 
rarely  see  the  other  class,  but  the  past  year  has  seen  the 
development  of  a  school  orchestra  and  certain  athletic 
activities  such  as  football,  basketball  and  baseball.  The 
boys  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  interest  and  help  which 
they  get  in  these  activities  from  Mr.  Lavallee,  Mr.  Swit- 
zer  and  Mr.  Persson.    I  am  convinced  that  these  acti- 


vities  are  a  necessary  part  cf  our  school  program  and 
would  like  to  see  a  closer  relationship  between  our  boy? 
after  hours. 

A  general  assembly  cf  all  the  students  took  place  after 
the  summer  vacation  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of  lis- 
tening to  a  talk  by  Mr.  B.  E.  Newccmb,  Plant  Engineer 
of  the  American  Optical  Company. 

GRADUATION 

The  graduation  exercises  were  held  Friday  evening. 
April  27  in  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  Auditorium. 
The  program  was  as  follows: 

Prayer 

Rev.  J.  Herbert  Jones 

National  Emblem  March    Bagler 

S.  V.  S.  Orchestra 

Address  cf  Welcome 

Mr.  James  Forbes 
Director,  Southbridge  Vocational  School 

Address 

Mr.  Fred  E.  Ccrbin,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


The  Ambassador    Zamecnii 

S.  V.  S.  Orchestra 

Address 

Mr.  H.  H.  Brase,  Lowell  Normal  School 

The  Ingle  Nook  Serial    Evan? 

S.  V.  S.  Orchestra 
Presentation  of  Diplomas 


Mr.  Hector  M.  LeClair,  Chairman  School  Committee 

National  Anthem 

Benediction 

Finale 

GRADUATES — Machine  Course 
Harry  Joseph  May  George  Henry  Phaneuf 

Maro  Everett  Phillips       Joseph  Stanley  Polakowski 
Osa  Joseph  Riopel  Edmond  Guy  Russell 


Textile  Course 


Stephen  Damian 
Ernest  Wilfred  Gelineau 


Stanley  Dudeck 
Horace  Montague  Southall 


Electrical  Course 
William  Charles  Brunelle 


Ealph  Francis  Mitchell 


Paul  Edward  Ryan 


Printing  Course — Harold  Upton  Billings 

Drafting  Course 
Emile  Joseph  Brault       Roland  Thomas  Cook 
James  Loris  O'Keefe 
Certificates — Joseph  Alfred  Ford 

EVENING  TRADE  EXTENSION  CLASSES 

As  in  previous  years,  these  classes  have  been  well  at- 
tended. The  enrollment  for  this  year  was  one  hundred 
men  and  instruction  was  given  in  the  following  trade 
subjects:  Machine  Work,  Weaving,  Drafting,  Shop 
Mathematics,  Patternmaking. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  men  who  attended  school 
have  been  coming  to  us  in  previous  years  which  speaks 
well  for  the  instruction  given.  It  is  also  true  that  a  good 
many  of  these  evening  school  students  are  graduates 
of  our  day  school.  I  feel  that  the  evening  trade  classes 
are  of  real  value  to  the  mechanics  of  the  town. 

For  the  help  and  consideration  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  industries  of  the  town  and  the  support 
q£  the  School  Committee  and  yourself,  we  feel  grateful. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL, 


JAMES  FORBES,  Director. 
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CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

Herewith  is  submitted  the  ninth  annual  report  of  tht 
Southbridge  Continuation  School. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  184:  boys  84,  girls  100. 

The  teaching  personnel  and  the  course  of  study  fer 
the  girls  remained  the  same. 

A  list  of  the  teachers  and  their  respective  subject* 
follows: 

Academic  and  Shcpwcrk  fcr  boys,  E.  F.  Vantura. 

Academic  including  a  short  course  in  child  training 
Miss  Mary  Meagher. 

Domestic  Sc'ence  including  sewing,  ccoking  and  mil- 
linery, Miss  Anna  Lundergan. 

Heme  Nursing,  a  ten  weeks'  course,  Miss  Winifred 
King,  the  schcel  nurse. 

Commercial,  two  hours  a  week  for  both  boys  an6 
girls,  Miss  Aopcline  Aucoin  of  the  High  School 
Commercial  Department. 

The  domestic  science  course  affords  every  girl  thf. 
opportunity  to  prepare  herself  to  meet  the  most  fasti- 
dious requirements  of  all  phases  of  domestic  life.  Prac- 
tical lessons  in  sanitary  methods  of  canning  and  pre- 
serving, preparation  of  economic  but  appetizing  and  wel 
balanced  meals,  the  most  exacting  procedure  of  table 
setting,  and  demeanor  of  maid  and  hostess  are  given 
in  cooking.  Every  phase  of  neediecraft  from  the  making 
of  new  garments  and  remodeling  of  the  old,  for  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family  to  the  oldest,  to  fancy 
work  is  taught  in  sewing.  A  hat  to  be  proud  of  for  20t. 
is  the  latest  development  in  millinery. 

The  vital  objective  of  the  commercial  course  has  heeii 
to  assist  those  boys  and  girls,  working  in  offices,  toward; 
advancement.  A  better  understanding  and  appreciatioE 
of  their  work,  advanced  knowledge,  and  practices  in  effi- 
ciency, justify  promotion. 


In  home  nursing  efforts  to  enable  the  girls  to  be  of 
greater  service  in  the  home  in  assisting  parents,  to 
create  an  interest  in  home  duties,  and  to  fit  themselves 
to  give  intelligent  service  in  cases  of  emergency.  Em- 
phasis is  placed  on  the  fundamentals  of  home  care  for 
the  sick  and  proper  care  and  handling  of  children,  and 
the  importance  of  preventative  measures  of  sanitation 
and  health  in  the  homes. 

English,  civics,  hygiene,  mathematics  and  child  train- 
ing make  up  the  academic  course.  The  proper  methods 
ot  teaching  a  child  of  pre-school  age  proper  habits  and 
overcoming  bad  habits  by  games,  etc.  is  the  objective  of 
the  child  training  course.  The  other  subjects  are  close- 
fg  related  to  the  domestic  science  and  home  nursing 
courses.  Topics  like  food  value,  cost  of  menus,  budget 
making,  sanitation  and  value  of  materials  give  an  idea 
ni  the  broad  scope  of  this  work. 

A.  change  in  the  teaching  staff  for  the  boys  was  ef- 
fected with  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Frank  Winston,  wood- 
working instructor,  to  accept  a  similar  position  in  Bos- 
ton. Since  the  membership  did  not  warrant  the  appoint- 
ment of  another  instructor  to  fill  this  vacancy,  the  shop 
as  well  as  the  academic  work  is  being  carried  by  the 
Director. 

As  requested  by  the  State  a  course  in  home  mechanics 
ftas  been  adopted.  The  school  is  now  prepared  to  give 
forty  lessens  in  this  field. 

Many  of  the  boys  manifest  a  great  desire  to  do  shop 
work.  In  addition  to  the  regular  work,  much  repair 
work  has  been  attended  to,  and  school  equipment,  such 
is  lunch  tables,  benches,  bookcases,  etc.  has  been  made. 

The  academic  work  is  varied,  part  of  which  is  closely 
related  to  the  work  of  the  projects.  Work  in  citizenship 
which  emphasizes  their  civic  obligations  to  the  commu- 
nity and  their  relationship  to  their  employers;  and  hy- 
giene taught  from  the  practical  and  personal  standpoint 
including  discussions,  as  daily  habits  so  conducive  to 
■stealth,  give  an  idea  of  the  broad  scope  of  this  work. 


The  follow-up  work  helps  the  teachers  to  get 
acquainted  with  home  and  working  conditions  this  giv- 
ing them  a  more  intelligent  working  basis  in  dealing 
with  the  students. 

In  general  the  objective  of  the  school  is  to  assist  mi- 
nors m  making  adjustments,  social,  civic  and  economic, 
from  their  status  as  full-time  school  pupils  to  14-16  year 
old  wage  earning  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  F.  VANTURA,  Director. 

ADULT  ALIEN  EDUCATION 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

Adult  Alien  Education  classes  followed  the  schedule 
of  previous  years. 

Evening  class  sessions  commenced  September  17  at 
the  Mechanic  Street  School,  River  Street  School,  citizen- 
ship at  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School.  Factory  classes 
were  conducted  at  the  factories  of  the  American  Optical 
Company  and  Hamilton  Woolen  Company.  A  home 
class  sponsored  by  the  Southbridge  Woman's  Club  met 
at  the  heme  of  Mrs.  Skowron,  WTest  Street. 

There  was  an  enrollment  of  145  pupils  from  the  fol- 
lowing nationalities:  Polish,  Canadian  French,  Italian, 
Albanian,  Greek,  German,  Russian,  Roumanian,  Arme- 
nian, Portuguese,  with  largest  enrollment  in  order  named. 
Classes  met  twice  each  week  for  instruction,  the  time 
arranged  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  pupils. 

The  usual  elementary  subjects,  JSnglish,  American 
History,  Civics,  United  States  Government  were  taught. 
Talks  on  diet  for  underweight  children  and  school  lunches 
wTere  included  in  course  for  Mother's  Class. 

The  instructors  were  from  the  public  school  teaching 
staff  and  gave  excellent  service. 
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Tests  especially  prepared  fcr  measurement  of  indivi- 
dual ability  were  given  the  classes  at  the  end  of  20  les- 
sons. The  results  were  of  great  benefit  to  the  teacher 
in  finding  weak  spots  and  in  regrading  classes. 

Responding  to  a  request  from  the  State  Department 
of  Adult  Alien  Education,  an  exhibit  of  our  class  work 
was  forwarded  to  the  department,  which  was  accepted 

and  added  to  the  State's  permanent  exhibit. 

Evening  school  classes  closed  with  an  entertainment 
of  music  and  educational  moving  pictures  in  the  audito- 
rium at  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  and  in  April  the 
factory  classes  presented  a  program  in  the  same  audito- 
rium consisting  of  readings,  a  demonstration  of  the  con- 
duct of  Heme  Classes,  a  history  pageant  "Uncle  Sam's 
Album."  The  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  orchestra 
furnished  music.  Addresses  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  Mr.  C.  M.  Wells,  president  of  the 
American  Optical  Company  and  other  officials  of  the 
American  Optical  Company  closed  the  program  after 
which  the  pupils  enjoyed  a  social  hour  and  refreshments. 

"The  aim  of  Adult  Alien  Education  is  to  continue  the 
development  of  the  individual  and  relate  him  to  his  day 
and  t'me,  increasing  his  sense  of  social  responsibility 
toward  the  welfare  of  all." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER, 

Supervisor  of  Adult  Alien  Education. 

REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  School  Physician  for 

the  year  1928. 

No.  of  pup  Is  examined  in  schools   1376 

No.  of  pupils  examined  for  emplovment   40 

No.  of  pupils  examined  for  Basketball  Team  .  .  4 
No.  of  absentees  examined    218 


Total 


1638 


DEFECTS  FOUND 

Enlarged  Tonsils    136 

Goiter    4 

Skin  disease    16 

Nebula    1 

Poor  Posture    32 

Adenoids    97 

Heart   11 

Blepharitis    5 

Cleft  Palate    1 

Chronic  Otitis  Media    7 

No.  of  pupils  having  decayed  teeth  573 

PRE-SCHOOL  CLINICS  REPORT 
No.  of  Children  examined    131 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

Enlarged  Tonsils    49 

Poor  Vision    3 

Adenoids    31 

No.  having  defective  teeth    61 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  SIMPSON,  M.  D. 

REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

The  health  work  in  the  schools  during  the  past  year 
has  been  carried  on  along  the  same  lines  as  that  of  pre- 
vious years. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  the  class  room  to  aid  the 
teacher  with  the  teaching  of  good  health  habits,  to  ad- 
vise and  render  first  aid  in  cases  of  minor  injury.  I 
have  made  class  and  individual  inspection,  in  order  to 
detect  disease  and  encourage  cleanliness.  Home  visits 
have  been  made  to  explain  to  the  parents  the  necessity 
for  correction  of  defects.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
report  co-operation  of  the  latter  in  most  cases.  In  sev- 
eral instances  where  parents  were  unable  to  finance  cor- 
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rections,  ways  and  means  have  had  to  be  found.  This 
meant  visits  and  talks  to  clubs  and  charitable  organiza- 
tions in  order  to  interest  members  in  the  work.  We  are 
grateful  to  say  that  in  this  matter  we  have  met  with 
good  response. 

To  Optometrists  Boyle  and  Hanson,  we  are  especially 
grateful.  They  tested  the  eyes  and  provided  glasses 
for  two  urgent  cases  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 

Dr.  Lucy  Waite  has  again  come  to  our  aid  by  caring 
for  bad  tonsil  cases  gratuitously. 

In  children  where  corrections  have  been  made  fthe 
teachers  report  improvement  mentally  as  well  as  phy- 
sically. 

Milk  lunches  are  now  served  in  all  the  schools  includ- 
ing the  High  Schcol.  Many  of  the  children  who  were 
unable  to  buy  milk  and  were  greatly  in  need  cf  the  nour- 
ishment, were  provided  with  same  throueh  the  genero- 
sity of  interested  persons.  To  the  State  Women's  Rel'ef 
Corps,  Dept.  of  Child  Welfare,  cf  which  Miss  Emily  Co- 
rey of  this  town  is  president,  we  are  indebted  for  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars  ($30.00)  which  provided  for  needy 
chidren,  one  thousand  cue  half -pint  bottles  cf  milk. 

We  are  indebted,  also  to  the  Southbridge  Woman's 
Club  for  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($16.50)  which 
was  donated  for  the  same  good  cause. 

T^he  children  who  received  lunches  thus,  were  in  each 
case  most  needy  and  were  greatly  benefitted.  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  nublicly  thank  Miss  Corey  and  members 
of  the  Southbridge  Woman's  Club. 

During  the  year  a  weight  and  posture  campaign  was 
carried  on,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Dept.  of 
Health.  At  the  conclusion  tags  were  given  to  each  ch'ld 
who  met  with  the  requirements  as  to  posture  and  also 
to  those  who  were  not  more  than  10 %  underweight;  as 
a  result  there  were  very  few  who  did  not  have  at  least 
one  tag  and  many  were  entitled  to  both  also  to  the  half 
day  holiday  with  moving  pictures  at  the  Strand  Theatre 
which  was  their  reward  for  earning  tags. 
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Dr.  Martin  of  the  State  Dept.  of  Health,  re-examined 
the  ten  year  clinic  children  in  March,  and  found  great 
improvement  in  most  cases.  Some  of  the  above  pupils 
have  left  school  and  these  have  not  been  followed  up. 
Those  who  remained  are  weighed  each  month  and  nearly 
.all  are  now  at  normal  weight  or  above. 

Through  the  money  realized  from  the  sale  of  Christ- 
mas Health  Seals,  Southbridge  was  entitled  to  send  ten 
children  to  the  South  Worcester  County  Health  Camp, 
which  was  opened  at  Sterling  during  July  and  August. 
From  this  number  six  were  from  the  public  schools.  The 
children  selected  were  in  each  case  more  than  10  %  under- 
weight, and  otherwise  in  need  cf  regular  care  and  treat- 
ment. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say  that  the  work  of  the  School 
Nurse  is  one  with  many  ends.  An  effort  has  been  made 
to  perform  each  duty  carefully,  and  in  this  work  it  is 
with  pleasure. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

WINIFRED  V.  KING,  R.  N. 
School  Nurse. 

REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  ATTENDANCE 


Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  Sunt,  of  Schools, 

In  presenting  an  attendance  report  it  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  recognizing  the 
new  type  of  work  in  attendance  department,  has  chang- 
ed the  title  from  Attendance  Officers  to  Supervisors  of 
Attendance,  a  title  much  more  in  accord  with  the  social 
welfare  work  now  carried  on  by  the  attendance  depart- 
ments. 

The  pupils  in  the  Southbridge  schools  have  made  a 
valient  effort  to  have  a  hi-jh  per  cent  of  attendance.  Pu- 
pils who  have  received  perfect  attendance  buttons,  ex- 
hibit them  with  pride.  The  various  grades  are  in  friend- 
ly competition  for  the  Honor  Banner  awarded  each  month 
to  the  grade  having  highest  per  cent  of  attendance.  The 
names  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the  current 
month  are  printed  in  local  newspapers. 
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REGISTRATION  OF  MINORS 

Persons  5  years  of  age  or  over,  and  under  7  590 

Persons  7  years  of  age  or  over,  and  under  14  2171 

Persons  14  years  of  age  or  over,  and  under  16  ....  585 
Illiterate  minors  16  yrs.  of  age  or  over  and  under  21 .  .61 

INVESTIGATION  OF  ABSENCES 
Number  of  cases  investigated  for  grades  in 

public  and  private  schools    1730 

Absences  caused  by  illness  of  children,  illness  in  the 
child's  family,  legitimate  excuses,  lack  of  neces- 
sary clothing,  Truancy  and  Indifference  to  School 


Laws : — 

Evening  School  cases    20 

Cases  for  home  permits    40 

Cases  investigated  for  Immigration  authorities   2 

Cases  concerning  street  trades    31 

Cases  reported  to  Attendance  Officer  not  found 

left  town  or  moved  elsewhere  in  town   9 

Number  of  children  found  at  home  not  regis- 
tered at  school  of  school  age    7 

Cases  of  children  found  at  home  between 

ages  of  14-16    5 

Excused  from  attendante  by  School  Physician   4 

Children  found  on  streets,  school  absentees 

from  other  towns    3 

Cases  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Nurse   2 

Cases  reported  to  the  School  Nurse   17 

Cases  of  misconduct  on  streets,  in  stores  and  in  school  15 
Visits  to  shops,  factories,  stores,  to  investigate 

employment  of  minors    6 

Cases  investigated  for  Continuation  School    5 

Number  of  visits  to  schools,  public  and  private  ....  648 

Outside  calls    3 

Sent  to  school  at  Belchertown    2 

Number  of  disease  notifications  received  from  the 

Board  of  Health,  referred  to  principals  of  schools  .  20 
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Number  of  milk  lunches  furnished  needy  children  .  .  170 

Number  of  families  assisted  by  clothing,  etc  15 

Number  of  children  between  ages  of  14  to  16 

for  whom  employment  was  found    3 

PUPILS  WITHDRAWN  FROM  SCHOOL 

Number  of  pupils  moved  into  Southbridge    126 

Number  of  pupils  moved  from  Southbridge 

during  school  sessions    96 

Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  private  schools  to 

public  schools  in  town  during  school  sessions  15 

Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  public  schools  to 

private  schools  in  town  during  school  sessions  ....  7 
Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  public  schools  to 

public  schools  during  school  sessions    39 

EMPLOYMENT  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED 

Educational,  16-21  literate    396 

Educational,  16-21  illiterate    16 

Educational,  temporary    1 

Employment  between  14-16    71 

Home  permits    11 

Special    22 

Newsboys'  badges    42 


Total  number  of  certificates  issued   559 

Respectfully  submitted, 


MARGARET  G.  BUTLER. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR 
Perfect  Attendance  1927-1928 

SIX  CONSECUTIVE  YEARS 


School 

vjTaoe 

Age 

Dorothy  Monroe 

High 

14 

Elsie  K-fstra 

High 

18 

Marcy.  Grammar 

VIII 

14 

FIVE 

CONSECUTIVE  YEARS 

Anna  Misiaszek 

High 

17 

William  Hofstra 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

12 

FOUR  CONSECUTIVE  YEARS 

Flora  Tait 

High 

1£ 

Claire  McGrath 

Marcy  Grammar 

vn 

13 

Jennie  Kozlcwski 

MaTcy  Elementary 

V 

10 

Walter  Rewinski 

Marcy  Elementary 

V 

10 

THREE  CONSECUTIVE  YEARS 

John  True 

High 

1$ 

Claudia  Quevillion 

High 

lb 

Joseph  Misiaszek 

High 

18* 

Eunice  Hubbell 

High 

16 

Veronica  Mannix 

H  gh 

17 

Nellie  Hmielev.ski 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

13 

Clara  McMaster 

Marcy  Grammar 

VUJ 

12 

Nellie  Detarando 

Marcy  Grammar 

VI 

13 

Edmond  Bastek 

River  Street 

IV 

9 

TWO 

CONSECUTIVE  YEARS 

Katherine  Ohlwiler 

High 

17 

Mitchel  Koprowski 

High 

15 

Tadeous  Kosakowski 

High 

14 

Walter  Bastek 

High 

16 

Joseph  Reraian 

High 

IS 

Oswald  Gregoire 

High 

17 

Nelson  Lapointe 

High 

16 

Lucinda  St.  Martin 

High 

16 

Mildred  Sprague 

High 

16 

George  Johnson 

High 

14 

Origene  Paquette 

High 

17 

AT 


School 

Grade 

Age 

Wanda  Orzech 

High 

16 

Susanne  Carion 

H'g.i 

17 

Leona  Raiche 

H«b 

15 

Irene  Renaud 

High 

15 

Unabel  Tetreault 

Hi^h 

36 

Aline  LaRochelle 

H'gh 

15 

Mabel  Sangren 

H  gh 

15 

James  McKay 

High 

15 

Stephen  Haynes 

High 

19 

S.  Prantkielwioz 

High 

18 

Viola  Pinsonneault 

High 

17 

Doris  Whitehead 

High 

17 

Steffie  Ankiewicz 

High 

14 

Irene  Duclos 

High 

15 

Katena  Manthue 

High 

15 

Elizabeth  St.  Onge 

High 

17 

Aimee  Lataille 

High 

16 

Gerard  Cabana 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

13 

Gertrude  Champagne 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

12 

Lucy  Romano 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

10 

Lincoln  Blakely 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

14 

Ruth  Paul 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

12 

Mary  Dani 

Marcy  Grammar 

VI 

10 

Theodora  Vesho 

Marcy  Grammar 

VI 

13 

Wanda  Krzlowski 

Marcy  Grammar 

VI 

12 

Alfreda  Pasay 

ATprpv  FlpTTiPntarv 
*»i  ck.  i  k.  j     I—*  l  c  ill    il  l  n  i  w 

v 

V 

i  j. 

Charles  Lamothe 

Marcy  Elementary 

V 

14 

Mario  DeAngelis 

Marcy  Elementary 

IV 

9 

Bertha  Paul 

Marcy  Elementary 

IV 

9 

Alex  Polomski 

Marcy  Elementary 

IV 

10 

William  Southall 

Marcy  Elementary 

IV 

10 

Nichola  Starne 

Marcy  Elementary 

IV 

11 

Jeannette  Waskiewicz 

Marcy  Elementary 

III 

8 

Josephine  Boksa 

River  Street 

IV 

9 

Karl  Jowett 

School  Street 

III 

9 

Marion  Jones 

Marcy  Elementary 

II 

8 

Joseph  Migala 

River  Street 

II 

7 

Jennie  Mogavero 

River  Street 

7 

Rafiela  Mogavero 

River  Street 

II 

7 

School  Grade  Age 

UNE  YEAR 


Raymond  C3.bs.n3. 

-Cligll 

1  fi 
10 

Xllgll 

13 

iSi-d.  Ill  i C  <r    ->±cti  till 

T-T  i  pr"'i 
iiiftii 

1  h 

J.  u 

Z.     .a.  O-UUclt; 

Hieh 

15 

High 

14 

W  JiiLL  OLCCLi 

Hi^h 
lugu 

14 

High 

15 

\T  i  r-i  n  m  PraiV 

DL1  Li  let  Li.1     V^I  alj5 

j.  -i 

15 

1~)tt-:q    TVn  Vironil 

UJliO      -U  li  Ul  till 

Hie-h 

Hlg~l 

14 

Marjorie  Edmundsoii 

High 

15 

Priscilla  Morris 

High 

15 

Martha  Vasil 

High 

14 

Joseph  Swiacki 

High 

15 

Howard  Beck 

High 

19 

Armand  St.  Onge 

High 

16 

Concetto  DiGregorio 

High 

16 

11  V/J-LVi       J1UU1  \s 

High 

17 

Hilda  Perry 

High 

17 

Rpatrirp  Vinton 

High 

16 

Florence  Hazzsrd 

High 

16 

'Raltyfr  Pnip 

17 

OtiJL  JJ  11.       iJ  CJ.  V-  v£  L4.  O 

17 

Albert"  Soldani 

16 

FTpnTv  W^alVrpr 

Hieh 

15 

John  Walsh 

High 

16 

Margaret  Earls 

High 

17 

Edith  Lewis 

High 

17 

Vexna  Patterson 

High 

16 

Esther  Clemence 

High 

15 

Edna  Pinsonneault 

High 

16 

Mary  Vasil 

High 

16 

Nestor  Pontbriand 

High 

16 

Wilrose  Tremblay 

High 

15 

Yvette  Lepain 

High 

18 

Pauline  Thompson 

High 

15 

Edward  Paquette 

High 

15 

Dora  Martin 

High 

14 

E.  Romano 

High 

14 

Elizabeth.  Santo 

High 

14 

49 


School 

Grade 

Ag< 

John  Dragon 

High 

19 

Chester  Freeman 

High 

18 

Francis  Lesnewski 

High 

18 

Donald  Rawson 

High 

18 

Carlton  Renaud 

High 

19 

Warren  Wilson 

High 

18 

Doris  Demers 

High 

18 

Jean  Maclean 

High 

20 

Dorothp  Manning 

High 

19 

Lois  Martin 

High 

17 

Alice  Robidoux 

High 

17 

Elizabeth  Favreau 

High 

17 

Pearle  Putnam 

i  High 

17 

Armand  Berthiaume 

High 

1(5 

Albert  Desrosiers 

High 

15 

H.  Lamothe 

High 

14 

Beatrice  Girouard 

High 

14 

Irene  Peloquin 

;  High 

17 

D.  Plimpton 

High 

14 

Irene  Abrahamson 

j  High 

1". 

Simone  Brault 

High 

15 

Gertrude  Earland 

High 

it; 

Ruth  Jones 

High 

14 

Rejane  Mercure 

High 

16 

Andrea  Proulx 

High 

18 

M.  Welch 

High 

14 

Julius  Harm  an 

High 

15 

George  McKinstry 

High 

14 

Phyllis  Craig 

High 

16 

Edward  Kaszynski 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

12 

Wallace  McLean 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

1?, 

Vincent  Watson 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

14 

Eileen  Cullen 

Marcy  Gramtinar 

VIII 

12 

Dorothy  Johnson 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

11 

Sarafina  Salvinola 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

13 

Bernice  Hunt 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

12 

Jack  Wilson 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

14 

Ruth  Lavoie 

Marcy  Grammar 

VIII 

14 

Biagio  Pucelli 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

14 

Wilfred  Hong 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

12 

Stella  Mclntire 

Marcy  Grammar 

VII 

13 

50 


Sch  jg\ 

Grade 

Age 

7  .1  --2  -T  '-.  ^  -  -  f.    [  ^.  i"  ■ '  r 

Marcv  Grammar 

VH 

14 

ATtVmT  f aumi 

-Til  1 11  111      L  »cV  il  U 

»1X  IV-  V  J      VI 1  C*  ill  IXia  1 

VH 

14 

"\Tarpv  (Innniuir 

JlUi  Iw  *         VJ  1  tit  *  11  t  1  111  1 

\1 

13 

To^PTlh    Pf\l  OTTi  ^lv"' 

Marcv  Grammar 

VI 

11 

Tli~i       T     "V"     \\~-»-  i  ct't  r 

Jlui  i»     vji  aiLimai 

VI 

11 

x  1  -  j  1  "  11 V  C:     VJ  -  HL1/.  iirLi 

R-'VP*"     Q  r  rtpr 

X  I  a  »  V  a               LI  ^-  V  1 

VI 

11 

C" o  tV«  at"! n p  TC 

Rirpr  StTPPt 

ill  »  Cl       Oil  CAT  L 

VI 

11 

iitritrix  riCdU? 

Rivpr  Sfrppr 

111  '  t  1        O  11  t  CL 

v 

11 

LJ\J  -  -  c      D     i-  llci  11T.1 

\\a  rpv    Plpm  pnra  tv 

.Hill  V^*         1  jiV  ill  t  11  L-CX  1  J» 

v 

10 

Mkrav  PlPTiiPTiTarv 

.'ill.  l_  b»         (  .irmrii  i/ii  ^ 

v 

p 

TTptttv  ^farflmrv 

iivriii  ^      Jl  al  a  XXX 

Marcv  Elementarv 

\- 

12 

Josephine  Golletto 

Marcv  Elementarv 

v 

12 

"\  r  -  ,-  3.              -  „       T ,  - 
>~  -  .  .  .  .  *  i_l        *  l_J .......  l 

\lqrr-v    PiPm  P7it.aT*V 

*'lul  V_  ^         1j  1 V  ill  ^  J.1  kCl  X  ^ 

v 

11 

Ttptip  Pa  p hand 

-'1  1  V.  .lull  1 V.      U  .  1  L 

IV 

13 

Ovida    Ca  mpTiTPT" 

V  '  *  iU£l         V.  U  1  L/\TXX  L ^ Z 

Mechanic  Streei 

IV 

12 

P "1  tc?}      n          r»  i  r>  i 

x^  VI  "  ai  VI U      \      l^J  1  Li  1 

\Tpf*}iflTiir  Qrrppr 

.iicv.iiaiiiv     oil  cct 

IV 

12 

O^vpt*  TV^pppttp 

School  Street 

IV 

9 

Pfiward  Rvdpr 

i —  Vi  »  ax  u    il^  uci 

Srhnol  Strppr 

u\.nuvi       1 1 1  i.  1 1# 

IV 

12 

Charles  Swiacki 

Riv6r  Street 

IV 

s 

Emelia  ^Vielblad 

River  Street 

IV 

11 

uUctyilillC     V  UIXVCIJ 

Piv^r  Strppf- 

iii  *  ri     oiitc  i 

III 

7 

Pe'P'T     OTid  7i  PTI 

X   C  ttl        \Ji  LI  Vi.  Li^  U. 

R'^PT*     sf  TAJf 

1 1 .  »  ^i       o  ii  C\-  I 

III 

g 

F1r>rf.npp  T.i tt» 

III 

Srnihip  Svwiiiflna 

River  Street 

III 

9 

Ciiofn  Athanac 

Msrev  Elementarv 

III 

q 

MsiT  ifiric  Hop  °r 

M2rcv  Elementarv 

III 

8 

fDv'Wpv  Ton'mpv 

C  liil  itl        ±  \JKJ  i  1-1  LT 

Afprf v  F"l P'npriTflrv 

- '  i  111  l_  ^»       Li  1      - 11 V  IX  LCI  X  ^ 

III 

g 

George  Kraly 

Marcy  Elementary 

III 

9 

Gerald  Lapointe 

Marcv  Elementary 

III 

9 

Joseph  Sadowski 

Marcv  Elementary 

III 

11 

Leo  Angers 

Mechanic  Street 

III 

11 

MelTin  Xordman 

Mechanic  Street 

III 

8 

Daniel  Yecehia 

School  Street 

III 

9 

Lawrence  Hutchinson 

School  Street 

III 

9 

Statia  Kozlowski 

Marcy  Elementary 

II 

10 

Rose  Pncelli 

Marcy  Elementary 

II 

9 

Bertha  Lavoie 

Mechanic  Street 

II 

10 

William  Damian 

School  Street 

II 

8 

Bridget  May 

River  Street 

II 

7 

Edward  Kurposka 

River  Street 

II 

8 

5. 


School 

Grade 

Age 

Stephen  Skowron 

River  Street 

II 

Matthew  Metowski 

Mechanic  Street 

I 

6 

Helen  Czyplinski 

Mechanic  Street 

8 

Norman  Demers 

Mechanic  Street 

6 

Stanley  Obloczynski 

Mechanic  Street 

6 

Ignac  Zaszycki 

Mechanic  Street 

6 

Stella  Olloff 

Elm  Street 

6 

George  Capleite 

Elm  Street 

6 

Paul  Desaulniers 

Elm  Street 

6 

Lillian  Phipps 

Dennison  District 

IV 

11 

Lionel  Peloquin 

Dennison  District 

III 

10 

Helen  Bemer 

Sandersdale 

S 

Agnes  Silvestri 
Mrs.  Tessie  Drazba 
Mrs.  Mary  Kozlowski  Mechanic 
Mrs.  Petronela  Kaszynski 

Mechanic 
Magdelena  Planeczkowska 

Mechanic 

Raoul  Cote  Mechanic 

Wladyslaw  Darzenkiewicz 

Mechanic 


EVENING  SCHOOLS 

High 
Mechanic 


John  Krasowski  Mechanic 
Mis.  Alice  Charland  Mechanic 
Ernest  Labonte  Mechanic 
Jeanneite  Picard  Mechanic- 
Theodore  Dimche  Mechanic 
Mrs.  Joanna  Hmielowski  River 
Mary  Saletnik  Riv^r 


